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CONFIDENTIAL ASUNCION 2294 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PA, SZ 

SUB J :REQUEST FOR US ASSISTANCE ON BEHALF OF PARAGUAYAN 
POLITICAL PRISONER MARTINO ROLON CENTURION 

REF: BERN 2437 

1 . AS FAR AS EMBASSY CAN DETERMINE,MARTIN (OR MARTINO) 

ROLON CENTURION IS DEAD. WHEN AMBASSADOR RAISES SUBJECT 
WITH MINISTER OF INTERIOR ON MAY 31, THE MINISTER SAID 
THAT MARTIN ROLON WAS KILLED BY THE POLICE IN A SHOOT-OUT 
ON APRIL 4, 1976. HE CITED A MINISTRY PRESS BULLETIN 

DATED APRIL 7, 1976, WHICH STATED THAT WHEN THE POLICE 
RAIDED A HOUSE NEAR ASUNCION ON APRIL 4, THEY WERE 
RECEIVED BY GUN FIRE AND THAT IN THE EXCHANGE THAT 
FOLLOWED MARTIN ROLON CENTURION WAS KILLED, HIS WIFE, 

IGNACIA, WAS ARRESTED, AND HIS BROTHER, MELCHOR, 

ESCAPED. 

2. THE ARCHIBISHOP'S SECRETARY, WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY 
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INVESTIGATED THE CASE AT THE BEHEST OF EUROPEAN 
ORGANIZATIONS, INFORMS THE EMBASSY THAT HE RECEIVED 
THE SAME INFORMATION FROM THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND 
THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR. A FORMER FELLOW PRISONER 
OF MARTIN'S WIFE, IGNACIA ROLON, TOLD THE EMBASSY 
THAT THE WIFE TOLD HER THAT MARTIN WAS ALIVE 
WHEN SHE LAST SAW HIM ON APRIL 4, 1976, BUT THAT 
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SHE WAS LATER TOLD BY THE POLICE THAT HE WAS DEAD 
AND THAT SHE NOW BELIEVES IT. OTHER SOURCES INDICATE 
THAT HE MAY NOT HAVE DIED DURING THE SHOOT-OUT, BUT 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER AT THE POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 
CENTER. 

3. IN THE COURSE OF ITS INQUIRIES, THE EMBASSY 
ALSO ENCOUNTERED ONE UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT 
MARTIN ROLON WAS STILL ALIVE AND BEING HELD AT THE 
SECURITY GUARDS' BARRACKS AT TACUMBU PRISON. 
ALTHOUGH WE THINK THIS UNLIKELY, THE GOP HAS BEEN 
KNOWN TO MAKE MISTAKES IN SUCH CASES AND WE WILL 
CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS TO CHECK OUT THIS STORY AND 
REPORT ANY SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS. 

4. IN ADDITION TO HIS WIFE, THREE OF MARTIN S 
BROTHERS, SANTIAGO. MELCHOR, AND ALBINO, AND HIS 
FATHER, IUAN, WERE ARRESTED IN APRIL 1976. THE 
WIFE, ALBINO, AND THE FATHER. WERE ALL RELEASED 

IN NOVEMBER 1976. THE OTHER TWO BROTHERS ARE BEING 
TRIED UNDER PARAGUAY'S ANTI- SUBVERSIVE LAWS. 

ANOTHER BROTHER. DOMINGO, IS REPORTED BY CHURCH 
SOURCES TO HAVE BEEN HELD AT THE POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 
CENTER SINCE HIS RETURN FROM ARGENTINA IN LATE 1976, 
ALTHOUGH HE DOES NOT APPEAR ON THE OFFICIAL LISTS. 

5. WHEN EMBASSY OFFICER DISCUSSED MARTIN S CASE 
WITH THE SECRETARY OF THE PARAGUAY CONFERENCE OF 
BISHOPS, THE LATTER SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS THE 
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SWISS GOVERNMENT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN GRANTING 
REFUGE TO SOME OF THE OTHER MEMBERS OF MARTIN ROLON 
CENTURION'S FAMILY. IF SO, WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO 
SUPPORT, AS APPROPRIATE, EFFORTS TO RELOCATE OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY IF THEY WISH TO LEAVE PARAGUAY. 
LANDAU 
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